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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated bv Oie 
f US 6.188.431 BP. 

4. Regarding claim 1, Oie discloses an image communication apparatus (1b or 
slave camera) capable of communicating With another image communication apparatus 
(1a or master camera) in a server-client system, the server and the client corresponding 
to the slave and the master in figure 6, comprising an image display device (6) which 
displays a recorded image, and a selection device which selects an image to be 
transmitted to another image communication apparatus from among images displayed 
on the image display device, said selection device interpreted as the plus/minus keys 
(11,12) used to select and display the image of interest (see col. 6, lines 54-60). Oie 
also discloses a transmission device (69 connected to 45 for wired transmission, 145 for 
wireless transmission) which transmits to another image communication apparatus the 
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image selected {Image Data element in figure 6) by the selection device when a request 
to send the image {Reception Code RC element in figure 6) is received from one or 
more image communication apparatuses at a client side, interpreted as the master side 
in reception mode, of another image communication apparatus (see figure 6). 

5. Regarding claim 2, Oie discloses that the image communication apparatus 
comprises a digital camera (1b). 

6. Regarding claim 3, Oie discloses an image communication apparatus (1a or 
master camera) capable of communicating with another image communication 
apparatus (1b or slave camera) in a server-client system, the server and the client 
corresponding to the slave and the master in figure 6, comprising a request 
transmission device (69 connected to 45 for wired transmission, 145 for wireless 
transmission) capable of transmitting a request to send an image {Reception Code RC 
element in figure 6) to an image communication apparatus at a server side, interpreted 
as the slave side in reception mode, when an image to be transmitted is selected from 
among images displayed on the image communication apparatus at the server side 
(see col. 6, lines 54-57). Oie also discloses an instruction device, interpreted as the 
shutter key (9) for establishing communication and the plus/minus keys (11,12) for 
selecting the reception mode RC (see col. 6, lines 67 - col. 7, lines 1-11), which 
instructs the request to send the image to be transmitted to the image communication 
apparatus at the server side {Negotiation and Reception Code RC elements in figure 6). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Oie discloses that the image communication apparatus 
comprises a digital camera (1 a). 
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8. Regarding claim 5, Oie discloses that the instruction device comprises a device, 
which operates using a release button, i.e. a shutter key button (9), of the digital camera 
(see col. 6, lines 60-63). 

9. Regarding claim 6, Oie discloses an image communicating method capable of 
communicating an image in a server-client system, the server and the client 
corresponding to the slave and the master in figure 6, comprising the steps of displaying 
an image at a server side (see col. 6, lines 54-57), selecting at the server side an image 
to be transmitted to a client side from among displayed images (see col. 6, lines 57-60), 
instructing at the client side a request to send the image to the server side {Depression 
of the Shutter Key and Selection of Reception Mode steps in figure 6), transmitting from 
the client side to the server side the request to send the image from the server side to 
the client side {Reception Code RC element in figure 6), and transmitting from the 
server side to the client side the selected image when the server side receives from the 
client side the request to send the image {Image Data element in figure 6). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Ziemkowski (US 7,136,094 B2) discloses a digital camera system including at 
least two cameras and a bi-directional link for sharing data. 

• Morimoto et al. (US 6,774,935 B1 ) disclose a digital camera with a connector to 
connect to another camera and an interface for exchanging data with other 
cameras. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wanda M. Negron whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1 129. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:30 am - 4:00 pm 
alternate Fri off. 

12. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

1 3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 



Wanda M. Negron 
December 19, 2006 



DAVID OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




